Why Your Company Should Participate in the ATIS Bar Code/Standard Coding Committee 
Since most telecommunications service provider companies incorporate ATIS Bar Code/Standard Coding Committee (BCSC) guidelines in contracts with suppliers, it is important for service providers to represent their views of the issues discussed and standardized for the telecommunications industry.  If you are a service provider that does not include these guidelines in your contracts, your company is missing the benefits and cost savings of using a standard approach for labeling products, packages and shipments. 
The following provides the benefits of participating in the ATIS BCSC, its current work and encourages your company to participate in the work of the committee.

The BCSC establishes guidelines for common shipping labels, product marking labels, product changes and software issuance standards. These common guidelines simplify the receiving, shipping, transportation and tracing of telecommunications products through company and industry business processes and the supply chain.
The BCSC allows companies the opportunity to participate in a process where:
· Trading partners develop requirements on an equal basis. 

· There is open-minded, technical discussion that generally does not happen during a typical trading partner meeting. 

· The common goal of the committee represents the best interest of the industry. 
· Members from all sectors of the industry are viewed as equals and have an equal voice in the process. 

· Participation provides broad exposure to technical expertise in the automatic data capture industry. 

The following are benefits for BCSC member companies:
· Developing standardized industry solutions provides the opportunity to reduce costs. 

· Avoid the re-work expense associated with implementing a non-industry solution. 

· Prevent purchasing of data capture equipment or software that is incompatible with developing guidelines. 

· Opportunity to reduce costs in product life cycle by identifying and standardizing new technology for product and package identification. 
· Ability to influence companies operating outside the established industry guidelines. 
· An open forum where common implementation strategies are discussed (which really means, free consulting). 

· A voice in developing processes that are on the leading edge of innovation in the industry. 

· Testing unique solutions to product identification and package labeling applications in a forum with input from multiple trading partners. 

· Providing education in the implementation of Automatic Identification solutions (e.g., bar codes, radio frequency identification, smart cards) in the telecommunications industry. 

The current open issues are:

Issue 017 - Scanner Testing Results per ATIS-0300085, BCSC Test Specification for Product Label Scanning 

Issue Statement/Business Need:

As a result of the closure of Issue #002, United States Department of Defense (DoD) Requirements for Unique Item Identification (UID), and the release of ATIS-0300085, BCSC Test Specification for Product Label Scanning, there is a need to report on the results collected by companies performing testing.

Suggested Solution:

This issue will collect test results submitted by companies per ATIS-0300085, BCSC Test Specification for Product Label Scanning, and report on the findings collected.

Current Status:
The committee is still collecting additional test results and results are being summarized.  One of the benefits of this testing was that manufacturers have improved their scanners to better meet the requirements of the telecommunications industry.

Issue 027 - Revisions to ATIS-0300006, Implementation Guide for Package Labeling
Issue Statement/Business Need:

Update document to change referenced document numbers, nomenclature and correct addresses for organizations where they can be accessed.
Suggested Solution:

Update/correct document references, nomenclature (e.g., TCIF to ATIS, EAN.UCC to GS1) and make the following additional changes:

· Update and/or correct figures for labels;

· Add new figures for labels to help clarify requirements;

· Revise document to comply with current ANSI MH10 and ISO TC122 standards, as appropriate for the telecommunications industry.
Current Status:
Document revisions are in process.  Revisions are reviewed on work group calls approximately every 6 weeks.  Current revised document posted for participant review.
Issue 028 - Revisions to ATIS-0300038, Product Marking Implementation Guideline

Issue Statement/Business Need:

Update document to change referenced document numbers and correct addresses for organizations where they can be accessed. Clarify document wording to assist users in implementing the requirements.  Move information on implementation date to appendix at the rear of the document.
Suggested Solution:

Update/correct document references and make the following additional changes:

· Clarify document wording to assist users in implementing the requirements.

· Move information on implementation date to appendix at the rear of the document.
Current Status:
Document revisions are in process.  Revisions are reviewed on work group calls approximately every 6 weeks.  Current revised document posted for participant review.  Addressing November 2008 contribution from Nokia Siemens Networks (NSN) to include of Data Matrix as an optional symbology on the product label.  
The current participants in BCSC are:
	ADC Telecommunications, Inc. 
Alcatel-Lucent
Cincinnati Bell
Cisco Systems 
Communications Test Design, Inc. (CTDI)

	Embarq
Ericsson 
Fujitsu

Qwest
Telcordia Technologies
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