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study group on development and management of telecom services, networks and applications. Tejas Network India
joined the ITU-T study group on access network transport and optical technology. Apple joined the ITU-T study
group on multimedia terminals, systems, applications and ubiquitous applications, the ITU said.

Ireland's challenge to a law requiring storage of telephone and Internet traffic data should be thrown out,
European Court of Justice Advocate General Yves Bot said Tuesday. The Irish government contested the 2006

data retention directive, saying it was incorrectly based on treaty provisions dealing with the internal market instead
of on those covering police and judicial cooperation in criminal cases, the ECJ said. Bot's non-binding opinion said
retention of traffic data places a significant financial burden on e-communications services providers proportionate
to the amount of data they must store and the period for which it must be held. If national rules aren't harmonized,
providers will face different costs across Europe, which could create a barrier to the free movement of electronic
communications services and hamper the internal market in those services, Bot said. The mere fact that the direc-
tive's main purpose is to investigate and prosecute serious crime isn't enough for it to fall within the area covered by
police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters, he said. The duty to hold traffic data does not involve any di-
rect law enforcement participation, nor does it standardize national rules regarding either access to the information
or its exchange between police agencies, placing it outside the scope of measures dealing with law enforcement co-
operation, Bot said. Therefore, it could not have been enacted under the provisions claimed by Ireland, he said.
The nation's action was limited to formal issues and didn't address the fact that "registering the telecommunications
behaviour and movements of the entire EU population in the absence of any reasonable suspicion is clearly dispro-
portionate and violates human rights," said the German Working Group on Data Retention, an association of civil
rights and privacy activists and Internet users. If the ECJ follows Bot's opinion, it will have to consider the direc- -
tive's compatibility with human rights in a second case likely to be filed by the German Federal Constitutional
Court, the working group said. A suit by more than 34,000 citizens challenging Germany's data retention law is
pending in that court, which is expected to rule shortly on a request for a preliminary injunction, it said. The appli-
cation is directed primarily against storing of Internet access, anonymizing services and e-mail data, which takes
effect Jan, 1, it said. The constitutional court will likely issue a judgment after the ECJ decides on the human rights
issues, the working group said. The advocate general's opinion is a "setback for the plaintiffs,” said German tele-
communications lawyer Axel Spies. Although the judges will make the final decision, an advocate general's opin-
ion "can have a significant bearing on final rulings," he said. -- DS '

Telecom Notes

Acceleration to provide application acceleration and file access to remote offices, Sprint said. The service -
gives businesses and organizations better control over WAN traffic, the firm said. It’s particularly beneficial for
large and distributed entities seeking to maximize resources and reduce costs, Sprint said. It can work with Sprint’s
multiprotocol label switching virtual private network solution as another tool to help ensure WAN efficiency.

ATIS validated a VueKey solution as meeting an FCC directive for separable security for IPTV, it said.
ATIS’ IP-based Separable Security Incubator (ISSI) has proven the viability of an access card compatible with set-

top boxes and TV that enables IPTV companies to ensure the security of high-value content, ATIS said. The
VueKey is an enhancement of the CableCARD standard to enable IP flows that are “network-technology-agnostic.”
Time and cost for adaptation will be minimal for vendors creating the components of delivering IPTV because the
card uses the CableCARD design. The ISSI and ATIS IPTV Interoperability Forum are doing further standardiza-
tion work related to the new technology, specifically on use of a common trust hierarchy and platform security for
both IPTV hosts and the VueKey. An American National Standards Institute standard is expected, ATIS said.

Verizon redesigned bills sent residential customers in New York, starting with the September billing cycle,
so that customers more easily understand costs and service value. All Verizon customers will be getting the new




