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PRESS RELEASE

GSC-5/RAST-8
Global Standards Collaboration Meeting Focuses on Future Directions of Telecommunications Standards for the Next Millenium 

Williamsburg, VA, United States, August 26, 1999 --- Senior representatives of the world’s leading radio and telecommunications standards organizations met August 22-26 in Williamsburg, Virginia in a continuing show of support for the world-wide telecommunications standards development process and a commitment towards improving communication and collaboration between their respective organizations.  Areas of particular emphasis included third-generation mobile technology (the ITU’s International Mobile Telecommunications 2000 project -IMT-2000), number portability, and interworking with the Internet, among others. 

“The Global Standards Collaboration (GSC) and Radio Standardization (RAST) meetings provide the opportunity for the world’s telecommunications standards bodies to share information on their respective work activities, thus fostering the introduction of new telecom technologies world-wide,” said Gerald H. Peterson, chair of the Williamsburg GSC meeting and chair of the Accredited Standards Committee T1 – Telecommunications. 

“We were pleased to have the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) participate as an invited guest at this GSC meeting and look forward to ongoing liaison in the future.  Outcomes at Williamsburg clearly indicate that the explosive growth of the Internet and its impact on telecommunications will require GSC/RAST participating organizations to actively engage and exchange information with additional forums and consortia, particularly those that focus squarely on Internet protocol (IP) issues,” said Peterson.  

 “Much progress has been made on implementing IMT-2000 or third-generation (3G) mobile systems,” said Anil Kripalani, chair of the RAST meeting and vice chair of the Telecommunication Industry Association’s (TIA’s) Technical Committee.  “The cooperation among the participating standards organizations of RAST and GSC, especially within the Third Generation Partnership Projects (3GPPs), is one of the reasons that the ITU was able to make such rapid progress  in this essential standardization area,” added Kripalani.

Organizations participating in the GSC and RAST meetings reaffirmed their intention to work together in support of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the pre-eminent global telecommunications standards body.  Participants agreed to emphasize world-wide cooperation in the development of technical agreements and standards that include the following key subject areas: interworking with the Internet; third-generation mobile technology (IMT-2000); number portability; electromagnetic compatibility; health effects; intelligent transportation systems; and fixed wireless access.

A special workshop stressed the importance of user and consumer input into the standardization process. The participating standards organizations were exhorted to find new ways to involve users and consumers in developing standards. A highlight of the workshop was a presentation on intelligent transportation systems standardization by award-winning high school essayist Biren Bhatt.

Views were also exchanged on policies and procedures for handling Intellectual Property Rights (i.e., patents and copyrights).  The participating standards organizations agreed to extend their existing policies and procedures on Intellectual Property Rights to include copyright on software.

The RAST meeting emphasized the need for close collaboration to provide input into the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) with respect to radio frequency spectrum requirements and the preparation of ITU-R Recommendations that provide for compatibility and frequency sharing options.

The participating organizations agreed to increase the exchange of information (including information relating to work plans), principally by electronic means, and to pay greater attention to the critical matter of the timeliness of standards. They agreed to build upon their efforts to distribute information electronically and to conduct ‘virtual meetings’ as a means of continuing their work.

It was agreed that standards and technical requirements in the area of number portability have been completed as a result of good cooperation since the last meeting.  In regard to IMT-2000, a framework of co-operation was agreed upon.  This would allow the ITU-T to concentrate its work on network interface specifications needed for global roaming, while regional and national standards bodies focus work on specifications internal to a specific family member system.

.  

The next combined GSC/RAST meeting will be hosted by TTC/ARIB in Japan in August 2000,  in preparation for the World Telecommunication Standards Assembly (WTSA), to be held September 2000 in Montreal, Canada.

Further information on these meetings, to include resolutions developed out of the Williamsburg GSC/RAST meeting, can be found on the T1 and ETSI web sites located at http://www.t1.org and http://www.rast.etsi.org, respectively.  Information ono the World Telecommunication Standards Assembly (WTSA) may be found at http://www.wtsa.org.

####

Background Information:
The joint Global Standards Collaboration and Radio Standardization meeting is the latest in a series of such events that commenced in Fredericksburg, Virginia, in 1990. The first GSC was held in 1994 in Melbourne, Australia. Their goal is to further informal linkage among senior officials from the national, regional and international telecommunication standards bodies in support of the work of the International Telecommunication Union.  The Williamsburg meeting was hosted by the Telecommunications Industry Association and Standards Committee T1 - Telecommunications.

The Global Standards Collaboration and Radio Standardization meetings provide a framework for the exchange of information, the establishing of objectives to accelerate the process of global telecommunications and radio standards development and the promotion of interconnectivity and interoperability.  GSC-5 and RAST-8 were attended by about 100 representatives from the Participating Standards Organizations (PSOs) which included the Australian Communications Industry Forum (ACIF), the Association of Radio Industries and Businesses (ARIB) of Japan,  the European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI), the United States’ Standards Committee (T1) and the Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA), the Telecommunication Technology Committee (TTC) of Japan, the Telecommunications Technology Association (TTA) of Korea, and the Telecommunications Standards Advisory Council of Canada (TSACC). The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) also participated at the meeting. Special guests included the the Joint Technical Committee of the International Organization for Standardization and the International Electrotechnical Commission (ISO/IEC/JTC 1), the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF), the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), the U.S. Department of State, the Inter-American Commission for Telecommunication (CITEL), and The ATM Forum.  
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